
 

Criteria for evaluation of projects in the flagship «Effects of climate change on 

terrestrial ecosystems, landscapes, society and indigenous peoples» 

 

General 

All projects have to be clearly related to the science plan (accessible on www.ifram.no). The project 

proposal should explain which work package(s) of the science plan the project is related to and how. 

Pay specific attention to the aims of each work package for the years 2016-2020.  

To be eligible for funding, projects must include the participation of at least two member institutions 

of the Fram Centre. The list of Fram Centre member institutions can be found at: 

https://framsenteret.no/om-oss/. The only exception is small outreach projects, to which grants can 

be allocated to a single institution. The proposal should make it clear how each institution will 

contribute to the project. The work plan and the budget should reflect a reasonable involvement of all 

partners in the planned work. Projects, which clearly could have been realized by the main applicant 

alone, will not be prioritized. As a general recommendation, not more than 2/3 of the funds should be 

allocated to one institution. However, for research project support, if the project consists in involving 

a new institution in an externally financed project, all funds can be allocated to that newly added 

institution.  

New project proposals in the category “incentive projects” and “strategic support” will be sent to two 

external reviewers for evaluation. The reviewers are also asked to rank the project proposals that they 

receive for review. These evaluations and rankings form the basis for a total ranking of all project 

proposals. Project applicants will be given access to the external reviewers’ written assessments of 

their proposal. 

Each applicant can only be project leader for one project at the time.  

Projects running over more than one calendar year must apply yearly for renewed funding. In order to 

be eligible for receiving renewed funding, a progress report including a budget and dissemination 

summary must be delivered according to the deadlines set by the Fram Centre. In addition, there are 

several additional criteria that must be met before renewed funding can be granted: progress must be 

according to plan, current results must be presented to the flagship members at the annual flagship 

meeting, the criterion of inter-institutional collaboration, with funding to more than one Fram Centre 

institutions, must be met in all calendar years. Funding can be renewed even if the project is delayed, 

if there are good reasons for this delay. Any progress delays or changes in the project staff must be 

communicated to the flagship leaders as soon as possible. 

It is possible to complain if an applicant contends the flagships` decision to deny funding, wholly or in 

part, to an application. The procedure for a complaint can be found here 

http://www.ifram.no/important-documents-for-the-flagships.348127.en.html 

 

 

http://www.ifram.no/
https://framsenteret.no/om-oss/
http://www.ifram.no/important-documents-for-the-flagships.348127.en.html


Type of projects 

The projects have to belong to one of the four project categories outlined in the call:  

Incentive projects  
New pilot studies that may lead to full research projects and/or increase collaboration between 

researchers and/or work packages within the flagship. Projects can also aim at developing or testing a 

new method, or include the organization of a workshop aimed at starting a new collaboration or 

planning a new project. 

Incentive projects are, as a general rule, granted for a single calendar year only. However, incentive 

projects that cannot be completed during one year because of the nature of the research, for instance 

due to method development or testing, can run over more than one calendar year. However, the 

necessity for a longer period must be demonstrated clearly in the project proposal, and as for all other 

project categories, one must apply yearly, and one is not guaranteed a prolongation; see criteria 

above.  

 

Research project support  
Additional support to projects that have obtained funding from external research agencies (e.g. 
Research Council of Norway, EU). The additional support from the flagship should give a clear added 
value and contribute to make the project meet the overall goals of the Fram Centre and of the flagship.  

For projects in the category “research project support”, the application should explain how additional 

support from the flagship will provide a clear added value and contribute to make the project meet 

the overall goals of the Fram Centre. This can for example be in terms of one or several of the 

following: 

- increased collaboration between flagship member institutions,  

- additional activities to make the project more relevant for regional or national management 

- addition of an interdisciplinary component  

- addition or increase a social science component in the study 

At the same time, the project should be close enough to the original project so that the reviews of the 

original application can be used as a fundament for the evaluation of the proposal to the flagship.  

 “Research project support” will be granted to projects financed by competitive external 

research agencies such as the Research Council of Norway or EU agencies, which include a scientific 

evaluation of the projects by reviewers.  

To apply for “Research project support” applicants should have a substantial role in the 

external project the proposal is related to, meaning that they are project leader or work package 

leader, or otherwise have an important role in the project (this latter criterion primarily for projects 

that are not organized in separate work packages or similar subdivisions). 

There can only be one “Research project support” project related to each externally financed project 

in a specific year. If two or more persons from Fram Centre institutions are eligible to being project 

leaders of a project in this category (see criteria above), these persons should communicate internally 

before proposal submission in order to avoid any multiple proposal submissions from a single 

externally financed project. If the flagship receives two or more proposals from a single externally 

financed project, it risks that all these proposals will be disqualified for further evaluation. The flagship 

encourages that all Fram Centre institutions involved in an externally financed project also are 

involved in the project proposal to the Fram Centre. If one or more Fram Centre institutions on the 



externally financed project is/are omitted from the proposal to the flagship, it must be clearly stated 

why this or these institution(s) is/are omitted.  

Projects of the category Research project support can last at most the same number of full calendar 

years as the original project has been granted for. This implies that if the project did not receive 

support in its first year (because the answer from the funding organization was received after 1. 

November), support from the flagship can be applied for in the year after the project was completed. 

The number of years will not be increased even if the project period is extended by the main funder. 

 

Strategic support 
Support strategically important flagship activities that lack external funding options, such as long-term 

activities which are important for the realization of the aims of the science plan. Strategic support may 

also be applied to fund  participation in processes led by international organizations such as the Arctic 

Council, the Nordic Council, or IPCC. 

Projects in the category strategic support can last for longer periods of time if they support 

strategically important flagship activities in accordance with the science plan, and if the annual reports 

show that the project is progressing and delivers results.   

Outreach projects  
Extraordinary outreach activities. Outreach projects are granted for one year.  

The continuation of any project beyond the first year requires annual reports showing that the project 

is progressing according to the work plan outlined in the application.  

 

 

 


